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beaten in what resembled open war : the Free State's
possession of four field guns was decisive. In the
guerilla war which followed, the moral effect of the
Free State's steadily growing success was cumulative.
Yet' havoc went on while the new Government and the
single-chamber Parliament were at- work on most
important business. Under the Treaty a constitution
for the Free State had to be proposed and passed as an
Act both at Dublin and at Westminster within a year
from December 6th, 1921, the date of signing the draft.
In the Parliament which met in September 1922,
•none:of the elected Republicans took their seats:
many were actually in the field. Labour formed the
' Opposition. .Apart from the Ministry and one or
two Labour leaders, very few men in the sparse as-
sembly were widely known even by name in Ireland.
The only serious criticism came from the Labour
benches. The Labour party's leader, Mr. Johnson,
an experienced trade unionist of the best British type,
not only proved himself an excellent speaker but
maintained the best traditions of decency in debate,
Under his guidance the Labour group more than once
risked trouble with their own supporters rather than
embarrass the Government unduly, while the State
was not yet fairly established. Three Independents
showed debating power : Mr. Darrell Figgis, the well-
known •• writer,- Professor. Mageiinis, holder of the,
chair of Metaphysics in the National University, and
Mr, Gavan Duffy, one of the two plenipotentiaries
who had signed the Treaty and then advised the
assembly to reject it on the ground that they had been
forced to sign by threat of war. Mr. Gavan Duffy
was one of the few men in the House who could be
said to have had a serious political education: the son
of Sir Charles Gavan Duffy, who, first a leader of
rebellion in the Young Ireland movement, later the
first Prime Minister of Victoria, he had grown up in the
house of a politician who was also an experienced
Of the rest, Mr. Johnson had learnt what

